THE   CHALLENGE   OF   THE
NORTH-WEST   FRONTIER
CHAPTER      I
THE WORLD SITUATION
THE maintenance of world peace and the removal
of the causes that may lead to war have now assumed
a primary importance in human affairs. Asia and
Africa are no less concerned in this than Europe,
because past experience has shown that if war breaks
out between the Powers it tends to spread in wider
and wider circles. We are assured, also, by those
who know the facts that the suffering and anarchy
caused by the last war are likely to be as nothing
compared with the horrors of a future conflict.
To those of us who belong by birth to the British
nation and are rightly proud of the fact, there must
come, in days like these, grave searchmgs of heart,
Have we at last outgrown our earlier traditions of
annexation and conquest? Are we, in spite of al
we say at Geneva and elsewhere as to our desire foi
peace, still hampered within our own domains b}
the things that make for war?
Obviously, India is Great Britain's crucial test
for there the greatest issues of all are at stake. Th<
question may be put very simply. Do we, to-daj
when everything is taken into account, hold Indi
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